28                        The Moral Will                    [454-5

itself a painful emotion, corresponding to a certain extenf
in intensity and quality with the impression that arouses
it, no objection need be raised to the terms. But if they
signify that the original sorrow and the sympathetic sorrow
are qualitatively identical, they state what is evidently false.
No emotions could be more different than the terror of a
drowning man and the determined courage of his rescuer;
the hunger and anxiety of the starving workman and the
humane kindness of the philanthropist who wishes to help
his suffering. If such a similarity between the original
emotion and the sympathetic emotion really existed, the
latter would be deprived of all the characteristics that fit
it to be of use as a practical motive. It is, indeed,, a
peculiarity of man's nature that the experiences of others
are not indifferent to him, but have their influence on his
thoughts and feelings, just as his own experiences have.
But the individual's environment forms an inalienable part
of his conscious life, and gives to every idea its own peculiar
feeling-value. It follows that altruistic feelings are as original
and primitive as egoistic feelings; but it follows also that
they have a specific character which renders idle all attempts
to derive them from the latter. We cannot make our self-
regarding feelings identical with those that relate to our
fellow-men, any more than we can, except in dreams and
cases of mental derangement, take ourselves to be other
people. It is only by recognising this truth that we can
understand why the strife between egoistic and altruistic
impulses should be one of the most common forms of conflict
between motives, and why, moreover, the victory in this
conflict should as a matter of experience fall now to the one
side and now to the other. If sympathetic feeling were
only transferred egoism, no process of association or re-
flection could explain the defeat of the more primitive and
powerful feeling. Psychological individualism leads by in-